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Isambard Kingdom Brunel was an important person in the 19th century. Read the text about him and answer the questions.
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Isambard Kingdom Brunel was born in Portsmouth in 1806 and was the youngest of three children. He had two sisters. His father, an engineer from France, taught1 young Isambard how to draw and design things. Later Isambard went to school in France for a few years, but he came back to England when he was about sixteen and then became an engineer like his father.

When he was twenty, he started to work on the Thames tunnel with his father. It was a dangerous project and two workers died when part of the tunnel collapsed2. 

One of Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s most famous projects was the Clifton Suspension Bridge in Bristol. He won a competition to design this new bridge over the River Avon. At the time it was the world’s longest bridge at 214 metres. Today more than four million cars cross the bridge every year.

When Brunel was a young man, more and more people were starting to use trains. He became very interested in this new form of transport and he designed London Paddington Station.

Brunel was also interested in ships. In 1835, he started to work for a big company and he esigned the first steamship, which was called
the SS Great Western. His dream was to send a steamship from England across the Atlantic Ocean to New York. In 1838, the Great Western arrived in New York and Brunel’s dream became true. Then, in 1843, Brunel designed the first metal steamship to cross the Atlantic, the SS Great Britain. For a long time, people could see the original in Liverpool.

Many people were sceptical towards Brunel’s projects. They criticized him because he didn’t follow the “rules” of engineering and they thought his ideas were strange. But Brunel was just very clever and full of ideas and some people did not understand his work. In the end, his many successes showed everybody that he was a brilliant engineer. 

Today there are statues of Brunel in London, Bristol and Plymouth. There is also a university with his name: Brunel University in London. In 2002, there was a competition in Britain to find the “greatest Briton” – the best British person that ever lived. Brunel was number two, after the famous politician Winston Churchill. This shows that Isambard Kingdom Brunel really was a pioneer and people still remember him as a very talented man.
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] einstürzen
a)
What is Brunel famous for? Tick (() the correct answer.
	Brunel is famous for …
	

	his ideas about the transport system.
	

	his good drawing skills.
	

	his success as an engineer.
	


b)
Answer the next questions about his life. Tick (() the correct answer.

	1
Brunel …
	

	went to a school in France.
	

	got his education only from his father.
	

	went to school with his sisters in Portsmouth.
	


	2
He designed …
	

	the Avon tunnel, which collapsed.
	

	a bridge over the Avon.
	

	a tunnel and a bridge in Bristol.
	


	3
New forms of transport led to …
	

	his interest in the design of trains.
	

	new ideas about designing bridges.
	

	his interest in designing stations.
	


	4
Because he was interested in ships, Brunel …
	

	went on a cruise from England to New York.
	

	started to design metal ships.
	

	designed ships in New York.
	


	5
Many people at that time thought that …

	his ideas were very strange.
	

	he was a brilliant engineer.
	

	he was not as talented as his father.
	


	6
Brunel became famous …

	in some parts of Britain.
	

	after a competition in 2002.
	

	everywhere in Britain.
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Lösung

a)

	His ideas about the transport system.
	

	His good drawing skills.
	

	His success as an engineer.
	(


b)


	1
Brunel …
	

	went to a school in France.
	(

	got his education only from his father.
	

	went to school with his sisters in Portsmouth.
	


	2
He designed …
	

	the Avon tunnel, which collapsed.
	

	a bridge over the Avon.
	(

	a tunnel and a bridge in Bristol.
	


	3
New forms of transport led to …
	

	his interest in the design of trains.
	

	new ideas about designing bridges.
	

	his interest in designing stations.
	(


	4
Because he was interested in ships, Brunel …
	

	went on a cruise from England to New York.
	

	started to design metal ships.
	(

	designed ships in New York.
	


	5
Many people at that time thought that …

	his ideas were very strange.
	(

	he was a brilliant engineer.
	

	he was not as talented as his father.
	

	6
Brunel became famous …

	in some parts of Britain.
	

	after a competition in 2002.
	

	everywhere in Britain.
	(


(Hinweis:
Es wird ein Punkt je richtige Lösung vergeben.) 
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